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PASTORAL LETTER 
 

July is a month that heralds summer holidays, long warm summer days (hopefully), and 

the Patronal Festival at St Anneôs Church. This year we will be celebrating the Feast of 

St Anne and St Joachim on Sunday 27 July with a Benefice Service at St Anneôs 

Church. 

Writing a sermon about St Anne or St Joachim each year is rather tricky ï for unlike    

St Paul, who contributed considerably to the New Testament, and St Augustine, whose 

life is recorded in the Venerable Bedeôs Ecclesiastical History of the English People, we 

only have a few biographical details about Anne and Joachim, Maryôs parents from the 

2nd Century AD canonical Gospel of James. So, my strategy has been to use stories 

about my own Grandparents as a way of reflecting on the life of Jesusô Granny and 

Grandad. 

The Gospel of James tells us that Joachim was a wealthy and pious man, who gave 

regularly to charity.  For some unknown reason his sacrifice was rejected at the temple, 

a sign of divine displeasure. So, he withdrew to the desert, where he fasted and did 

penance for 40 days. Angels then appeared to both Joachim and Anne to promise them 

a child. Joachim later returned to Jerusalem and embraced Anne at the city gate,     

located in the Walls of Jerusalem. An ancient belief held that a child born of an elderly 

mother who had given up hope of having offspring was destined for great things. In   

reality, Mary did the greatest thing anyone has ever done in the whole history of        

humanity ï that of agreeing to become the God bearer. 

While I am away on Sabbatical, I will be taking the opportunity to spend some time with 

my own parents John and Veronica in mid-Wales.  While I am fortunate to have a great 

relationship with my parents, they do not share my faith, which is a source of sadness 

for me. What is interesting about St Joachim is that in medieval art, he often wears a 

conical Jewish hat and not depicted with a halo. That is because in the Latin Church, 

there was some awareness that he had quite likely died too soon to be counted as a 

Christian. 

All of us will have family members who do not follow Jesus and will want them to       

become Christians.  However, I am reassured by the debate that Jesus had with the 

Sadducees about the Resurrection. Where Jesus uses the present tense to quote God, 

"I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob". Jesus' argument 

is that if God were the God of the dead, he would have said "I was the God of        

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob".  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob cannot be counted as     

Christians, as they lived before Jesus, yet they are still in Godôs presence.  So, I      

continue to hope that while the rest of my family do not believe in God, God continues 

to believe in them. 

As you come to celebrate the Feast of St Anne and St Joachim at the end of the month, 

I will be praying for you, and your family members who do not yet know the Lord.  While 

I am on Sabbatical, I pray that you would hold me and my family in your prayers too. 

Revôd Liz Wilson  



SERVICES FOR JULY  
 
Sunday 6 July (Third Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am Eucharist, St Anneôs 
9.30am Family Wonderful Walk, Western Park 
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anneôs 
 
Sunday 13 July (Fourth Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am All Age Worship, St Anneôs 
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm BCP Communion, St Anneôs 
 
Saturday 19 July   
4.00pm Messy Church, St Anneôs Hall and Church 
 
Sunday 20 July (Fifth Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am Eucharist, St Anneôs 
9.30am Wonderful Walk, Western Park 
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anneôs 
 
Sunday 27 July (Sixth Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am Benefice Patronal Festival All Age Eucharist, St Anneôs 
11.00am No service 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anneôs  

 
 
Every Sunday 2pm Allotment Service, Boynton Road Allotments. 

Every Wednesday 9.30am Eucharist, St Anneôs and 4.00pm Meditation The 

Blessed Trinity St Paul and St Augustineôs. 

Every Thursday 9.30am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs and 1.30pm         

Allotment Drop in, Boynton Road Allotments. 

Healing Eucharist on the 3rd Wednesday and Thursday of the month.   



SERVICES FOR AUGUST  
 
Sunday 3 August (Seventh Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am Eucharist, St Anneôs 
9.30am Family Wonderful Walk, Western Park 
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Patronal Festival Evensong, St Anneôs 
 
Sunday 19 August (Eighth Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am All Age Worship, St Anneôs 
11.00am Communion by Extension, St Paul and St Augustineôs 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm BCP Communion, St Anneôs 
 
Saturday 16 August  
4.00pm Messy Church, St Anneôs Hall and Church 
 
Sunday 17 August (Ninth Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am Eucharist, St Anneôs 
9.30am Wonderful Walk, Western Park 
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anneôs 
 
Sunday 25 August (Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity) 
9.30am All Age Eucharist, St Anneôs 
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356,  
Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anneôs 
 
Every Sunday 2pm Allotment Service, Boynton Road Allotments. 

Every Wednesday 9.30am Eucharist, St Anneôs and 4.00pm Meditations the 

Blessed Trinity, St Paul and St Augustineôs. 

Every Thursday 9.30am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustineôs and 1.30pm       

Allotment Drop in, Boynton Road Allotments. 

Healing Eucharist on the 3rd Wednesday and Thursday of the month.   



Date First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

6 July 
Benefice Eucharist/TC 
  
Evensong  

  
2 Kings 5:1-14 

  
Gen 29:1-20 

  
30 
  
65 

  
Gal 6:7-16 

  
  

  
Luke 10:1-11, 16-

20 
Mark 6:7-29 

13 July 
All Age Worship/
Eucharist/TC/  
BCP Communion 

  
Amos 7:7-end 

  

  
82 
  

  
Col 1:1-14 

  

  
Luke 10:25-37 

  

20 July 
Eucharist/TC 
  
Evensong 

  
Amos 8:1-12 

 
Gen 41:1-16,  
25-37 

  
52 
  
 81 

  
Col 1:15-28 

 
1 Cor 4:8-15 

  
Luke 10:28-end 

27 July 
Patronal Festival/TC 
 
Evensong 

  
 
 

1 Sam 4:1b-end 

  
118 

  
Rom 8:28-30 

  

  
Matt 13:18-23 

 
Luke 20:27-40 

3 August 
Eucharist/TC 
 
  
Evensong   

  
Hos 11:1-11 

  
 

Gen 50:4-end 

  
107:1-9, 
43 
  

107: 1-32 

  
Col 3:1-11 

 
  

1 Cor 14:1-19 

  
Luke 12:13-21 

10 August 
All Age Worship/
Eucharist/TC 
BCP Eucharist 

  
Isa 1:1, 10-20 

  
50:1-8,  
23-end 

  
Heb 11:1-3, 6-16 

  
Luke 12:32-40 

17 August 
Eucharist/TC 
  
Evensong 

  
Isa 5:1-7 

 
Isa 28:9-22 

  
80: 1-2,  
9-end 
119:17-32 

  
Heb 11:29 ï 12:2 

 
2 Cor 8:1-9 

  
Luke 12:49-56 

  

24 August 
Eucharist/TC 
  
 
Evensong 

  
Isa 43:8-13 

 
 

Deut 18:15-19 

  
145: 1-7 

  
 
91 

  
Acts 5:12-16 

  

  
Luke 22:24-30 

 
 

Matt 10:1-22 

24 August 
Eucharist/TC 
  
 
Evensong 

  
Jer 2:4-13 

 
 

Isa 33:13-22 

  
81:1, 1-8 
15-15 

  
 
 

  
Heb 13:1-8,  
15-16 

  
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

 
 

John 3:22-36 

READINGS FOR JULY AND AUGUST  
The reference underlined are the readings for St Anneôs and Benefice Telephone 
Church  





 

2025 MESSY CHURCH 

DATES 

 

19th JULY 

16th AUGUST  

20th SEPTEMBER  

18th OCTOBER 

15th NOVEMBER 

20th DECEMBER 



MOTHERSô UNION TRIP TO SHEFFIELD. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a coach trip to Sheffield Cathedral  
To see the tapestries by Jacqui Parkinson 

óThreads through the Crossô 
More information at: ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦƧŀŎǉǳƛ-ǘŜȄǝƭŜΦŎƻƳκǘƘŜ-ŎǊƻǎǎκ 

 
on  

Tuesday 2nd September, 9.15am  
from outside church.  

 
If you wish to join the Mothersô Union on this trip please  
contact Ann Bing on 01162 858581.  
 

The cost will be Ã15. 

MOTHERS' UNION TRIP TO STAMFORD 

 
43 intrepid travellers, braved a decidedly chilly day, to visit Stamford. 
Members of St Anne's Mothers' Union, were joined by friends from St Paul's, 
St Mary's Knighton, Martyrs, Friday coffee and Knit and Natter. A real mix of 
different communities. 
 
All was going well until we reached Thurnby, where we came to a halt, due to a turntable fire 
appliance, being deployed to rescue a man who had climbed a tree to rescue his parrot!!  
Our driver decided to divert through the narrow streets of Thurnby, where of course, he met 
traffic trying to get to Leicester. Once we made it through to the A47 it was plain sailing. 
 
We were met in Stamford by a lady from the tourist information centre, who welcomed us all 
to Stamford and briefly spoke about the fact that there were five medieval churches within a 
short distance of each other. She provided us all with a street map of the town centre, which 
was much appreciated. 
 
12 members visited Browne's Hospital alms houses, for an informative tour, which was     
enjoyed  by all. 
 
After an enjoyable day, we arrived home in bright sunshine, marginally warmer than the start 
of the day. 
 

https://www.jacqui-textile.com/the-cross/


Across 
1  óI pray that out of his glorious ð he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 
inner beingô (Ephesians 3:16) (6) 
4  óSaulôs father Kish and ð father Ner were sons of Abielô (1 Samuel 14:51) (6) 
7  óPraise the Lord, O my ð ô (Psalm 103:1) (4)  
8  See 5 Down  
9  Laws (1 Kings 11:33) (8)  
13 óWho of you by worrying can ð a single hour to his life?ô (Luke 12:25) (3)  
16 Artistry (Exodus 31:5) (13)  
17 óYour young men will see visions, your ð men will dream dreamsô (Acts 2:17) (3) 
19 How David described his Lord (Psalm 19:14) (8)  
24 óIf this city is built and its ð ð restored, you will be left with nothing in Trans-Euphratesô  
(Ezra 4:16) (5,3)  
25 óThe holy Scriptures, which are able to make you ð for salvation through faith in Christ  
Jesusô (2 Timothy 3:15) (4)  
26 Intended destination of arrows (Lamentations 3:12) (6)  
27 Eve hit (anag.) (6) 
 
Down 
1  óFor I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find ð for your soulsô (Matthew 11:29) (4) 
2  Where Peter was when he denied Christ three times (Luke 22:55) (9) 
3  Remarkable early 20th-century Indian evangelist, a convert from Hinduism, ð Sundar Singh (5) 
4 óNow the king had put the officer on whose ð ð leaned in charge of the gateô  
(2 Kings 7:17) (3,2) 
5  and 8 Across The Lover describes this facial feature of the Beloved thus: óYour ð is like the 
tower of Lebanon looking towards ð ô (Song of Songs 7:4) (4,8)  
6  óStand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled ð your waistô (Ephesians 6:14) (5) 
10 Trout (anag.) (5)  
11 Easily frightened (1 Thessalonians 5:14) (5)  
12 The ability to perceive (Ecclesiastes 10:3) (5)  
13 One of the clans descended from Benjamin (Numbers 26:38) (9)  
14 ñIt is one of the Twelve,ò he replied, ñone who ð bread into the bowl with meòô (Mark 14:20) (4)  
15 Resound (Zephaniah 2:14) (4)  
18 Traditional seat of the Dalai Lama (5)  
20 Precise (John 4:53) (5)  
21 Build (Ezekiel 4:2) (5)  
22 Beat harshly (Acts 22:25) (4)  
23 Darius, who succeeded Belshazzar as king of the Babylonians, was one (Daniel 5:31) (4) 



ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL   
 

On Why People Complain to the Vicar ï and How to Ignore 
Them  
 
From The Rectory 
St James the Least 
  
My dear Nephew Darren 
   
So, you have received your first letter of complaint. I am not wholly unsympathetic with your 
complainant, as attempting to marry the bride to the best man would have created havoc 
with the seating arrangements at the reception. However, you must learn that receiving   
letters of complaint is an integral part of the ordained ministry. After 50 years of parish life, 
the number of such letters I have received are now held in bound volumes. 
  
The anonymous ones you will receive, invariably written in green ink on lined notepaper, 
can be safely consigned to your wastepaper basket, along with all mail, from whatever 
source, labelled óUrgentô. You will receive letters complaining that you did not pray for   
someone who was in hospital, regardless of the fact that you knew nothing of it. Probably by 
the next post, you will receive a letter complaining that you did pray for someone in hospital 
ï when they had wanted to keep their cosmetic surgery secret. 
  
Those who regard themselves as guardians of doctrinal purity will write complaining of the 
heresies contained in the previous Sundayôs sermon. These can be filed with those letters 
that complain that your sermons are too short, along with those who complain that they are 
too long. 
  
The hourly striking of the church clock is a perennial favourite for complaints. I usually reply 
by saying that we are currently exploring the possibility of getting it to strike the quarters too. 
  
Letters of complaint will arrive in November, complaining that the church is too cold, so 
making prayer impossible. Others will drop on the doormat in April saying that it is too hot, 
so making prayer impossible. In Spring, some will write that the churchyard should be mown 
more often, while others will complain that it is mown too often and ruins it as a habitat for 
wildlife. The annual Summer óProcession of Witnessô generates complaints that the brass 
band ruined the slumbers of parishioners having a Sunday lie-in. Then come Harvest, there 
will be the letters complaining that they did not receive a Harvest gift, which was particularly 
unforgivable, as their grandmother had once sung in the choir. Thus, the annual round is 
accompanied by reams of notepaper. 
  
The only letter of complaint I have really treasured came from the bishop, rebuking me for 
never having attended any meeting when he was present. I have had it framed and hung on 
the study wall.   

 

Your loving uncle, 

  

9ǳǎǘŀŎŜ 



HOLY DAYS FOR JULY & AUGUST 

July 
3   St Thomas the Apostle, confused and doubting 
7   Elizabeth of Portugal, compassion for prostitutes 
6   Thomas More, Reformation martyr 
11   Benedict, author of the famous Rule 
15    St Swithun (or Swithin), saint for a rainy day 
22   St Mary Magdalene, patron of repentant sinners 
25   St James the Great 
25   St Christopher, patron saint of motorists 
26   Anne and Joachim, parents of Blessed Virgin Mary 
31   St Ignatius Loyola 
August 

5  Oswald ï a king with faith, courage and humility 

6     The Transfiguration of Jesus 

9   Mary Sumner ï founder of the Mothersô Union 

11  Clare - prayer and simplicity  

15  The Blessed Virgin Mary 

29   Beheading of St John the Baptist 

31   Aidan - the great Celtic saint of Lindisfarne 

15th July ï St Swithun (or Swithin), saint for a rainy day 
 
St Swithun is apparently the saint you can blame for rainy summers. It is said that if it 
rains on his special day, 15th July, it will then rain for 40 days after that. It all began 
when Swithun was made Bishop of Winchester in 852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. 
  
It was an important posting: Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and during the 10 
years Swithun was there, Wessex became the most important kingdom of England. 
During his life, instead of washing out peopleôs summer holidays and damping down 
their spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He was famous for his     
charitable gifts and for his energy in getting churches built. When he was dying in 
862, he asked that he be buried in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside the 
west door. 
 
If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy summers the English 
may have been spared over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was decided to move 
Swithun. By now, the 960s, Winchester had become the first monastic cathedral 
chapter in England, and the newly installed monks wanted Swithun in the cathedral 
with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up and Swithun was    
translated into the cathedral.  
 
That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Certainly       
everyone got wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain that day, and 
on the days following, was attributed to the power of St Swithun. Swithun was moved 
again in 1093, into the new Winchester cathedral. His shrine was a popular place of 
pilgrimage throughout the Middle Ages. The shrine was destroyed during the     
Reformation and restored in 1962. There are 58 ancient dedications to Swithun in 
England. 



WHATôS THE BIG IDEA?  

 
 
An Introduction to the Books of the New Testament: Romans 
 
óPaulôs letter to Rome is the high peak of Scriptureéall roads in the Bible led to 
Romans, and all views afforded by the Bible are seen most clearly from          
Romansô (J I Packer) 
 
Paul probably wrote his letter to the Christians in Rome around AD 57 at Corinth, 
on his third missionary journey. The original recipients of the letter were          
predominantly Gentile, although Jews would have constituted a substantial     
minority of the congregation. 
 
Paul set out to explain the relationship between Jew and Gentile in Godôs plan of 
salvation, as the Jewish Christians were being rejected by the larger Gentile 
group in the church. Paul begins by showing that both Jews and Gentiles are   
sinners in need of salvation. He shows how the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus eternally affects both world history and every person.  
 
This salvation, secured by Jesus, must be received by faith, as the example of 
Abraham shows. As salvation is not just about starting the Christian journey, Paul 
goes on to show how believers are freed from sin, law and death. This is made 
possible both through their union with Christ in His death and resurrection and by 
the indwelling presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

The theme of the book centres on the Gospel of Christ, which brings us into a 
right standing with God though faith: óI am not ashamed of the gospel, because it 
is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, 
then for the Gentile. For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous 

will live by faith."ô(Rom. 1:16,17ɊȢ  

 

javascript:%7b%7d


     /ǊŜŀǝƻƴ aŀǧŜǊǎ    
July: Though the ólongest dayô passed towards the end of June, July is still a predominantly light and warm 

month. The vegetation is lush and colourful, and some plants may be starting to go over, whilst other are 

just coming into season. The broods of birds have grown and flown, some start new broods, but many do 

not; and a few even start their summer migration. Some of our most colourful insects are in abundance: 

bees, butterflies, moths and dragonflies. July 15 is St. Swithunôs Day and it has long been said that      

whatever the weather, be it rain or shine, on that day will be the same for forty days thereafter. In July, 

many people are thinking about going on holiday, but for agricultural workers, July signals the beginning of 

the busy harvest season.  

The Community Allotment: Is certainly keeping us on our toes now as seedlings are ready to be planted 

out, new beds need to be created, and lots of watering is necessary  ï though we are very grateful for the 

rain that weôve had so far. Unfortunately, the team of volunteers that we hoped would help with bigger 

manual jobs didnôt make it, but weôre hopeful that they will come at some point. On the plus side, Dove-

landôs Eco Warriors did pay us a visit, which included helping to make a bean frame and planting it up,   

creating a new raised bed, and cooking and earing rhubarb and custard! If you are curious to know what 

we get up to at the allotment, please do come and have a look ï we are easily accessible by car and the 

plot is flat and grassed- we promise not to rope you in ï unless you want to be!! Our usual sessions are 

Thursday 1-3pm and Sunday 2-4pm, but visit outside of these hours can be arranged.  

Wonderful Walks: Julyôs walk is planned for 20th, followed by coffee and cake in the hall. Meet at the   

Hinckley Road gates in time for a 9.30am start.  

Wonderful óFamilyô Walk ï No family walk this month due to holidays.  

St. Paulôs Litter-pickers: Due to unforeseen personal circumstances of my volunteer partner, the evening 

and weekend picks have not been able to ahead as planned. However, we are meeting on Tuesday as 

usual, 11am at St. Paul and St. Augustine Worship Centre, on 1st, 15th and 29th. Followed by refreshments 

at 12noon.  

If the evenings and weekends do become possible they will be publicised on the weekly newsletter.  

Wednesday July 23rd join us for A Pick, A Pie and A Pint. This is a fundraising evening in support of The 

Leicester Conservation Volunteers who have supported both churches in the past with activities at events. 

We are hoping to raise some funds to support their Wild Days Out initiative which provides local primary 

school children with a day of nature based activities.  

The pick begins at 5.30pm at the worship centre, followed at 8pm by the meal at the pub and a prize raffle. 

If you would prefer just to join us at the pub, we would love to have you! Either way ï your meal (choose 

from a wide selection) needs to be selected and paid for in advance. It is Ã9.99 (incl. a drink to the value of 

Ã5). You can sign-up at the Wednesday Community Hub, at the Table Top sales, or see myself or Dave 

King. 

 



A Morning Prayer 

Artist of Life, how deep your colours touch the soul. 
My eyes awake to colour in my home, and the clothes in which I dress this day, 
natural hue of flake and nut in bowl, white of milk, 
 the shade of door as it slams shut. 
Outside midst the common green, the pink and purple florescence of July, 
and over terracotta pot with geranium red, a moth or butterfly flutters by: 
nut-tree tussock, peach blossom, burnished brass and speckled wood 
red admiral, purple emperor, clouded yellow and chalkhill blue.  
And on the browny bark the woodpecker with his red cap, 
his green brother on ground, and yellow bellied blue-tit on feeder found. 
And in bright-coloured lunchbox, taut-skinned red tomato, yellow cheese, 
deep magenta of beetroot and bread with brown grain, 
like the soil from whence it came. 
For all my eyes take in until sleep comes to close them, 
inspire my life with your beauty and fill me with gratitude this day. (Tess Ward, The Celtic Wheel of the 
Year, 2007). 

August: Is the start of the birdsô autumn migration, especially for waders, who pass through Britain 

from breeding in the Arctic en route to Africa. August is also moulting season for both the adult birds 

and the ones born in the spring. They get what is called their ófirst winterô plumage which makes them 

look a bit raggedy. While they are moulting they are less visible because their flight is limited. Their 

flight feathers drop first, one by one and are replaced quickly so they are not out of action for too long, 

and then their body feathers follow.  

Many people make for the coast in August. Filled with childhood memories of times spent on the 

beach, the rhythm of the tides seems a universally restorative experience. Tides are not just the rise 

and fall of the water in our seas and oceans. They are the regular and predictable movement of water 

caused by the way the earth, moon and sun move in relation to each other and the force of gravity. 

The tides caused by the moon are called the lunar tides and those caused by the sun, the solar tides.  

The coasts are teeming with wildlife, which is especially enjoyed by children and adults alike who ex-

plore the rock pools on the beaches. Barnacles, limpets, crabs, anemones, and even jelly fish and 

starfish are rare delights.  

The Community Allotment: Open as usual over the holiday season. School children and their families 

are very welcome to join us at both our Thursday and Sunday afternoon sessions.  

 



 

Wonderful Walks: This monthôs walk will take place on 17th, followed by coffee 

and cake in the hall. Meet at the Hinckley Road gates in time for a 9.30am 

start.  

Wonderful óFamilyô Walk ï Sunday August 3rd at 9.30am. An accessible walk 

for children of all ages and their carers. 

St. Paulôs Litter-pickers: Our Tuesday gatherings are planned for 5th and 19th. 

Meet at St. Paul and St. Augustineôs Worship Centre at 11am, followed by   

refreshments at 12noon.  

The Blessed Virgin Mary, A Poem by Malcolm Guite 

(On the Feast of the Assumption, August 15). 

You bore for me the One who came to bless 
And bear for all, to make the broken whole. 
You heard his call, and in your open óyesô 
You spoke aloud for every living soul. 
Oh gracious Lady, child of your own child, 
Whose mother-love still calls the child in me, 
Call me again, for I am lost and wild 
Waves surround me now. On this dark sea 
Shine as a star and call me to the shore. 
Open a door that all my sins would close 
And hold me in your garden. Let me share 
The prayer that folds the petals of the Rose. 
Enfold me too in Loveôs last mystery, 
And bring me to the One you bore for me.  

 
Rev. Sharon (P) 



SMILE LINES 

Labels 
 
As part of the admission procedure in the hospital 
where I work, I ask the patients if they are allergic to 
anything. If they are, I print it on an allergy band 
placed on the patient's wrists.  
 
Once when I asked an elderly woman if she had any 
allergies, she said she couldn't eat bananas. Imagine 
my surprise when several hours later a very irate son came out to the nurses' 
station demanding, "Who's responsible for labelling my mother 'bananas'?" 
 

wƛǾŜǊ 

 

A minister was preaching on the dangers of alcohol. He 
concluded by thundering: ñAnd that is why, if I had all the 
beer in the world, I'd take it and pour it in the river. If I had 
all the wine in the world, I'd take it and pour it in the river. 
And if I had all the whiskey in the world, I'd take that as 
well, and pour it in the river."  Satisfied that he had made 
his point, he sat down.  

 

The music leader then stood up, and with a sheepish grin announced: ñOur 
closing hymn is on page 238: óShall We Gather at the Riverô.ò 
   
 
Wrong water 

 

A mother was watching her four-year-old son playing in a  
small plastic pool half-filled with water. He was walking back  
and forth with an expression of great concentration on his  
face, while making big splashes. Suddenly, the little boy  
stopped, stepped out of the pool, and with a look of disgust,  
began to scoop the water out with a pail. ñWhatôs wrong,  
dear?" asked the mother. 
 
ñOn Sunday the minister said Jesus walked on water, and  
this water doesn't work," he replied. 
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PUZZLE ANSWERS 

COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING TEAM  

FREE REFRESHMENTS 

MEET:  11.00 AM TUESDAY 1ST & 22ND JULY  

& TUESDAY 5TH  & 19TH AUGUST 

ST PAULôS & ST AUGUSTINEôS WORSHIP CENTRE             

2 KIRBY ROAD LE3 6BA 



At the Hall at St Anneôs 
 

Every Friday coffee from 10am 
to 12noon. 

 
All welcome for friendly get together of coffee and chat. 

Catch up with friends. 



ST. ANNEôS MOTHERSô UNION 
 

DIARY NOTES FOR JUNE, JULY 
& AUGUST 
 

I need to start by taking us back to our May Meeting when we were able to     
welcome Paulette who came to tell us all about the AFIA (Away from it All)      
holiday that she was able to enjoy with daughter Tiff and her three grandchildren. 
ñThe kids absolutely loved itò was her verdict. We had graphic descriptions of the 
coach journey when the youngsters were ódrip fedô sweets all the way to      
Mablethorpe, the facilities of the caravan, the shops on site, the ActivityCentre, 
the slot machines, the trek to the Beach (yes, they all went into the sea!) not to 
mention the jellyfish on the second trip! AFIA Holidays are arranged and funded 
by the MU for families who fulfil a certain criteria, and it was pleasing to know 
that two members of our congregation, Paulette and Tiff, and the children,  
were able to benefit from, and enjoy the opportunity and break. 
 

Now for our June Meeting, we welcomed Becky Panting, who is a co-founder of 
Saffires, a Christian organisation set up to support, in a non-judgemental way, 
those women who, for whatever reason, have become sex workers. Becky     
explained that this can take many forms, but Saffires does help to empower them 
to make their own decisions, offering bespoke support, training, often on a one to 
one basis, and now, because they have their own van, there is street outreach, 
(often accompanied by cakes and tea which creates a more relaxed                
atmosphere). They will soon be celebrating their 10th Anniversary. At the end of 
the talk, there was a collection by Members, and we were able to give Becky a 
sizeable donation to help support their work. 
 

In July, we shall be having the first Garden Meeting of the Summer, on this     
occasion at Sheilaôs (370 Hinckley Road) and Sheila would be grateful if you 
could bring a chair suitable for the garden. Also, there is to be a Bring and Buy, 
so please bring something for that as well! 
 

August is our second Garden Meeting, this time Ann and Robert have kindly   
offered their garden again. They, too, would appreciate it if members could bring 
chairs. And then, can you believe it, it will be September and Annual Service time 
again! 
 

We had our trip to Stamford later on in May - Ann has written about this else-
where in the Link, but can I remind you that there are still one or two places left 
for the coach outing to Sheffield to see the 3rd part of the Exhibition of             
Embroidery by Jacqui Parkinson. Have a word with Ann if you would like to go! 
 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ нƴŘ Wǳƭȅ ŀǘ ф-олΦ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ уǘƘ Wǳƭȅ ŀǘ н-олΦ DŀǊŘŜƴ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ отл IƛƴŎƪƭŜȅ wƻŀŘ 
.ǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ .ǳȅ 
 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ сǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀǘ ф-олΦ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ мнǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ŀǘ н-олΦ DŀǊŘŜƴ aŜŜǝƴƎ ŀǘ мтΣ ²ŜǎǘƘƛƭƭ wƻŀŘ 
 

aŀǾƛǎ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 
aŀǾƛǎррǿŀƭƪŜǊϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

mailto:Mavis55walker@gmail.com


WEDNESDAY CLUB PROGRAMME 2024 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

ST. ANNEôS HALL, LETCHWORTH ROAD 

AT 2.30pm 

JULY 3rd   NO MEETING, SUMMER BREAK 

AUG 7TH   Bee Keeping 

SEP 4th   Lunch Fish & Chips 12.30pm 

OCT 2nd  Bring & Buy 

NOV 6th TBA 

DEC 4th  Christmas Celebration TBA 

Just come along on the day, or contact  

Lesley 07757 335879 or Hilary 07970 075039  

KNIT AND NATTER 

 
The knit and natter meetings is on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 1.30pm.  
 
We look forward to seeing everyone that used to come be-
fore the pandemic took hold. 
 
If you know of anyone who you think would enjoy an after-
noon of friendship, and to just come along for a chat, please 
do invite them along.  
 
They will be made very welcome. 
 



DEADLINES 

The deadlines for the next three issues are: 
 

September Issue  Wednesday  13th August 2025 

October Issue Wednesday 10th September 2025 

November Issue Wednesday 15th October 2025 
 

Contributions accepted in person, by post or by email.  
 

Contact details Paul Henry 

Address  24 Clarefield Road 

E-mail pen2link@btinternet.com 
 

All contributions are welcome. Contributions can be submitted at ANY time before 

the deadline, so please do not feel you have to wait until then if you have some-

thing to contribute. 
 

 If you have something that is for a particular issue and the previous deadline(s) 

have not passed please make sure you mark it with the issue in which you would 

like it to appear.  If you would like something to be in several issues please also 

mark it accordingly. 

For items sent by email please try to use the following: 
 

Send all items regardless of size, as an attachment, not in the body of the email.  

(This saves a lot of time!!!!) 

Set the page to A4 with margins of 2cm all round. 

Set the font to 12pt and Arial. 

Where possible send files in the word format .doc (open office can save to this   

format just as Word can) 
 

FINDING THE MAGAZINE ON THE WEBSITE: 

 
In your browser go to https://www.stpaulscommunity.co.uk    
Click on Publications and down load the magazine 
 

In your browser go to www.st-annes-church.co.uk 

 
 
Click on Resources and Items of Interest 
 
Go down and Click on the Link 
 
Scroll down until you get to: Please click on the link below to see a pdf 
of copies of The LINK magazine. 

mailto:carolannlacey@gmail.comm
https://stanneschurchleicester.wordpress.com/
https://stanneschurchleicester.wordpress.com/
http://stanneschurchleicester.wordpress.com


SIDESPERSONôS ROTA 

 Date Name Name 
July 6th Gail Inskip Ellen Bateman 

July 13th Jan Gough Richard Davey 
July 20th Ann Bing Sheila Skertchley 

July 27th Judith Knox  

August 3rd  Winifred Gibson Rosamund Knighton 

August 10th  Jean Dean  

August 17th  Paul Ward Sally Morris 

August 24th  Rachel Spiers  

August 31st Gail Inskip Ellen Bateman 

September 7th Jan Gough Richard Davey 

September 14th Ann Bing Sheila Skertchley 

September 21st Judith Knox  

September 28th Winifred Gibson Rosamund Knighton 

Any problems, please contact 

Eunice  Lowe  Tel: 0116 2852317  or  eunicelowe@icloud.com  

   1      

     9 3 5  

   7    6 2 

9  2      8 

     5 6  1 

 3   9 1    

 9   1  2   

 5 3     7  

  4 6 8     



ST PAULôS WITH ST AUGUSTINEôS FUNDRAISING PAGE 

 

The Table Top Sale held on JUNE14th raised Ã907    

(including pre-sales of homemade and sales from the    

Community Hub) for Church funds with Ã110 being sent in 

support of the work of RAINBOWS (see RAINBOWS page 

on Website) and Ã110 in Contribution to Leicester Diocese. 

 

The next Table Top Sales will be held on  

Saturday 12th JULY & Saturday 9th AUGUST 

 

Any donations for the forthcoming Table Top Sale will be 

gratefully received ï contact Dave 07800746121 

The MAY 100 Fund draw took place after the service on 

25TH MAY. 

Winning Numbers 

Ã50  81 

Congratulations to the winner 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN ? 
 

The following numbers are available:-  

12, 13, 18, 23, 27, 34, 38, 41, 48, 49, 51, 52, 73, 76, 79, 84, 85, 

89, 91, 96, 97 and 98. 

*If you are interested in joining the 100 Fund then please 

contact Dave on 07800746121 or email 

dave1960king@hotmail.com 

mailto:dave1960king@hotmail.com


 

CARPET BOWLS & BOARD GAMES  

AFTERNOON 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3 pm ï 5pm 

SATURDAY 5TH JULY & 23RD AUGUST 
 

COME AND JOIN US 

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 

FREE ENTRY 

 

ST PAULôS WITH ST AUGUSTINEôS WORSHIP CENTRE 

2 KIRBY ROAD 

OFF FOSSE ROAD CENTRAL/GLENFIELD ROAD 

LEICESTER LE3 6BA 

 

 



 

TABLE TOP SALE 

  

10 AM - 1 PM  

 

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE! 

 

SATURDAY JULY 12TH 

   & AUGUST 9TH 

 ST PAULôS & ST AUGUSTINEôS WORSHIP CENTRE 

2 KIRBY ROAD, 

OFF FOSSE ROAD CENTRAL/GLENFIELD ROAD 

LEICESTER LE3 6BA 

 

Find us on www.facebook.com/ St Paulôs and St Augustineôs Worship Centre                   

Follow us on https://twitter.com/ @StPaulsandStAug 

www.stpaulscommunity.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/
https://twitter.com/


GOD IN THE ARTS 
 
óHe gave us eyes to see themô:          
John Martinôs óManfred on the Jungfrauô 
 
In July we start looking with eager longing 
to holidays, a chance to get away from it all 
- to rest and recharge the batteries of life. 
Holidays are also a time to explore and visit 
new places. It might be the wild splendour 
of the Northumberland coast or the serenity 
of the Italian lakes, the vastness of the 
Grand Canyon or the magnificence of the 
Lake District. 
 
This monthôs artist had a gift for creating paintings that expressed this epic quality of landscapes. 
John Martin was born in 1789, and as an artist was drawn to religious and historical scenes on the 
grand scale. He illustrated the Bible and Milton, and his final works were on the theme of the Last 
Judgement. These are in the Tate Gallery in London, but for this July we visit the Art Gallery in 
Birmingham with its amazing collection of over half a million items, including many Pre-Raphaelite 
treasures. The entrance to this Victorian building is beneath the clock tower known as Old Brum. 
 
The Art Gallery is home to John Martinôs watercolour of 1837, óManfred on the Jungfrau.ô It is a 
large work, almost 5 feet by 3 feet, capturing the rugged, imposing glory of the Jungfrau. Now a 
railway takes tourists to the summit in the Bernese Alps in Switzerland. In the 19th century climbers 
had to navigate glaciers, high passes and steep precipices. John Martin captures the grandeur of 
all this in his painting of snow and sky, crags and torrents, mountains and pine trees. Against that 
immensity we see two characters: Manfred, tortured by guilt and about to throw himself off the 
edge, and the mysterious hunter who leads him to safety.  
 
Byronôs poem óManfredô inspired the music of Tchaikovsky and Schumann, as it inspired John  
Martin. They were each attracted by the romanticism of man and nature in the poem.  Like 
Manfred and the hunter in the watercolour, we look at this grace and nobility and feel humble and 
insignificant. Byron wrote: 
 
 óHow beautiful is all this visible world! 
 How glorious in its action and itself!ô 
 
Manfred seeks redemption, but, sadly, finds only the solace of death. As we look at this painting, 
we see reflections of the landscapes we shall visit on our holidays. Such beauty, such glory, evoke 
for us those feelings of wonder and awe that inspired John Martin.  
 
Manfred sees life in its true perspective as he gazes on the majestic scenery of the Bernese Alps. 
Holidays help us to put life into perspective. Away from the pressure of responsibility and duty, we 
often realise what is essential in our lives and with those around. We behold the majesty and glory 
of creation; we see this world as the handiwork of God; and we ask ourselves how we might make 
our way through it and be always alert to its mystery and its beauty. 



It can be easier to notice things away from home, when we are relaxed and surrounded by 
unfamiliar sights in an exotic location. But sometimes the same wonders are there in our own 
back yard. GK Chesterton was a great advocate of intensive observation, and he invited his 
readers to take a fresh look at things that might be taken for granted. The rewards for this 
mental adjustment are great, and can feed into our worship in new ways.  

 

I first learned to appreciate old growth forests on the West coast of Canada: the centuries-old 
tangle of logs and underbrush, and thick layers of moss and lichen, that provide rich re-
sources for countless organisms. Several years later, in Scotland, I stumbled over a few 
acres of birch and hazel, lush with moss and ferns, and humming with insect and bird life. 
Fallen logs lay everywhere, vegetation grew up the trees, creepers hung down, and sunlight 
slanted through clearings.  

 

I later discovered that this patch of woodland is one of the few remaining areas of old growth 
Atlantic rainforest, so I visited one sunny morning when I had more time to linger. The wood 
is home to 140 species of lichen and 100 of moss, so I found myself looking very closely at 
tree trunks and boulders. Each lichen is a unique relationship between a fungus and a      
particular collection of single-celled algae ï an example of the collaboration that is so       
essential to every ecosystem. 

 

Places like this are worth preserving, respecting, and appreciating as much as a work of art 
or a historic city. Iôm so grateful to the community that chose to preserve it, and the Creator 
who used such intricate and patient processes to create it. As the animals and plants around 
me did what comes to them naturally, I did what I was made for - thanking God for everything 
I saw. I found myself praising God alongside all those species of lichen, moss and trees. ñLet 
everything that has breath praise the Lordò (Psalm 150).  

 

There is a growing call to take both our personal devotions and our church services outside 
from time to time, and there are a growing number of resources to help us do this. As you go 
through your week, can you find one new way to appreciate your surroundings, and praise 
God alongside the rest of Creation? 

GOD IN THE SCIENCES 

Wonder and Worship: Reflections in a Scottish Rainforest 



St. Margaret's Church 
 

Coffee Morning 10am-12noon 
Every First Saturday of the Month 

Come for a cuppa, a chat and a few stalls to 
see 




