All Souls Sermon: 2 November 2025
Lamentations 3: 17-26

At the beginning of a funeral service, it is quite common for the minister taking
the service to say something like; ‘we have come together today, to be united
in our sorrow, and to mourn and grieve together’. And that is what we are
doing, and Christians are doing across the world are doing today, on All Souls
Day, is coming together to be both united in grief and united in love.

But | also think that being united in grief is actually a very difficult thing.
Because the person we love who has died was unique. Each of us is unique
and therefore, our relationship with them is unique. No one can really know
what it was like to be married to your spouse for 46 years or be the parent or
sibling of a person who died far too young. No one can truly understand your
loss at the death of your parent or comprehend how much you miss your best
friend.

When we experience grief, scripture can be our friend. Because when we run
out of the words to describe our loss, biblical poetry can say the things we
want to say, but are struggling to articulate. Those strong, heartfelt emotions
that take our breath away.

As the poet who wrote Lamentations says my soul is bereft of peace
explaining that grief has taken away any peace we used to feel. We are left
with heartache, the physical pain of loosing someone we dearly loved. Pain
that is, to use the poet’s words our affliction and our homelessness.
Sometimes the pain is so great we can taste it as wormwood and gall, a bitter
herb in our mouth or a poison deep in our bellies. Bereft souls, the affliction of
pain, and the bitter taste of grief in our mouths are things that are not easily
shared.

However, one of the things that we do on All Souls Day is to recognise that
grief is something that affects us all. One of the costs and risks of love, is that
when the one we love dies, we grieve. And grief is a terrible and sometimes
overwhelming thing. But it is a natural and valid response to loss.

Yet, we also recognise that while our grief is unique to us, we can both give
and receive a little bit of comfort, by coming alongside one another to be both
united in grief and united in love.

As Christians, even as we live with grief, we also have hope.



As the writer of Lamentations, says;

But this I call to mind,
and therefore | have hope:

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
his mercies never come to an end;

they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

The poet words move from acknowledging profound grief to finding a
steadfast hope in God's enduring love, even when circumstances feel hopeless.
Even when his mouth full of bitterness and bile, he is somehow able to see the
renewed mercies of God each morning. Finding a deep hope in God, even in
the face of death.

And that is essentially what Jesus’ death and resurrection is all about. On the
day after his death, with his body locked away in the tomb. It seemed as all
hope was lost. Jesus’ family and friends grieved, their hearts were broken.

Yet, the following morning , God renewed Jesus’ life. God was faithful to Jesus,
God’s love for his creation never ended, and our of despair came new life.

This is the hope that we also share today. That because of Jesus’ death and
resurrection we have new mercies each morning. We know that we will see
our loved ones again, when we join them in the eternal life that they are
already living. Thus, while we are united in grief, one day, we will be reunited
in love.

So today, whether you are feeling in complete shock because the person you
love died just a few days ago. Or if you are wondering how you will ever live
with the overwhelming grief of the love for someone who died this year. Or if
your grief from many years ago and is like an old wound, not fully healed and
you live with low level pain that twinges every now and then. Today we are
united in love, as we are united in grief.

Amen.
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