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NOVEMBER 2025 PASTORAL LETTER 

30th November marks the feast day of the fourth patron saint of the UK, St Andrew of         

Scotland.  Having written about St David and St Patrick in March, St George in April, it is only 

fair to also mark St Andrew this month in my pastoral letter. 

St Andrew is also the patron saint of two churches that we have firm friendships with.            

St Andrew Methodist Church, our ecumenical and physical neighbour to St Paul with             

St Augustine, and St Andrew’s Church, Aylestone with whom St Anne’s has been having an 

occasional joint Evensong with this year. 

Andrew the Apostle was a disciple of Jesus. According to the Gospels, he was a fisherman 

and one of the Twelve Apostles chosen by Jesus. He is also known by the title First-Called.  

This stems from the Gospel of John, where Andrew, initially a disciple of John the Baptist,   

follows Jesus and recognising him as the Messiah, introduces his brother Simon Peter to    

Jesus.  According to Eastern Orthodox tradition, the apostolic successor to Andrew is the   

Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, who is the representative and spiritual leader of the 

Eastern Orthodox Christians worldwide (a bit like the Pope is in apostolic succession to         

St Peter and the leader of Roman Catholics worldwide). 

Interestingly Andrew is not a traditional Hebrew name, but rather a Greek one. Andrew and 

Simon Peter were from a Jewish family based in Bethsaida, in Galilee.  The choice of a Greek 

name is indicative of a certain cultural openness in his family, living in Galilee, where the 

Greek language and culture was very present.  

Andrew’s relationship with Scotland began, as legends claim that his relics were brought by 

divine guidance from Constantinople to Scotland by an individual called Regulus to the Pictish 

king Óengus mac Fergusa (729–761).  They were interred in the place where the modern 

Scottish town of St Andrews stands today.  

Another legend links Andrew to a battle victory in the 9th Century AD.  When King Óengus II, 

in 832 led an army of Picts and Scots into battle against the Angles, led by King Æthelstan, 

near modern-day Athelstaneford, East Lothian. One the eve of battle while in prayer Óengus 

vowed that if granted victory he would appoint Andrew as the patron saint of Scotland. On the 

morning of battle white clouds forming an X shape in the sky were said to have appeared.  

Despite having the smaller fighting force, the Scots were victorious over the Angles and      

Andrew became the patron saint of Scotland.  The white saltire set against a celestial blue 

background was also adopted as the flag of Scotland on the basis of this legend. 

This year, St Andrew’s Day falls on the 1st Sunday of Advent, which in liturgical terms takes 

priority.  Therefore, his feast will be moved to 1st December this year. However, as we begin 

the Advent season, I will aim to make a nod to St Andrew in my Sunday sermon.   

Thus, as we bring the season of remembering to a close and begin to embark on our Advent 

preparations, we can once again give thanks for the first apostles who were called by Jesus.  

Especially for Andrew, who was the first to recognised Jesus as Messiah and by his example 

introduced generations of Christians to Christ.  

 Yours in Christ Rev’d Liz Wilson 



SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER 

 
Sunday 2 November (All Saints) 
9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s 

11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm All Souls Service, St Anne’s 
 

Sunday 9 November (Remembrance Sunday) 
9.45am Remembrance Sunday Eucharist, St Anne’s 
10.50am Remembrance Sunday Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s 
10.50am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anne’s 

 
Sunday 16 November (Safeguarding Sunday) 
9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s 
9.30am Wonderful Walk, Western Park 

11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anne’s 
 
Saturday 22 November 

4.00pm Messy Church, St Anne’s Hall and Church 
 
Sunday 23 November (Christ the King) 
9.30am All Age Eucharist, St Anne’s 

11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
6.00pm Evensong, St Anne’s  
 

Sunday 30 November (First Sunday of Advent) 
9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s 
11.00am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s 
11.00am Benefice Telephone Church, Tel. 033 3113 3356, Room no. 72775483#, Pin no. 1459# 
3.00pm Christingle Songs of Praise, St Paul and St Augustine’s 

6.00pm Advent Liturgy, St Anne’s 
 
Wednesdays  
9.30am Eucharist, St Anne’s 

4.00pm Blessed Trinity Meditation, St Paul and St Augustine’s  
 
Thursday’s 
9.30am Eucharist, St Paul and St Augustine’s  

1.00pm Allotment Drop-in, Boynton Road Allotments 
 
Sunday’s 
2.00  Allotment Service, Boynton Road Allotments  
 



Date First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

2 November 
Eucharist/TC 
 
 
All Souls Service 

  
Dan 7: 1-3       

15-18 
 

Lam 3: 17-26 

  
149 

 

  
Eph 1: 11-end 

  
Luke6:20-31 

 
 

Luke 14: 27-33 

9 November 
Remembrance  
Eucharist/TC 
 
Evensong 

  
Job 19: 23-27a 

  
17: 1-9 

 
 

40 

  
2 Thes 2: 1-5     

13-end 

  
Luke 20: 27-38 

16 November 
Eucharist/TC 
 
 
Evensong 

  
Mal 4: 1-2a 

 
 

Dan 6 

  
98 

 
 

57 

  
2 Thes 3: 6-13 

  
Luke 21 5-9 

 
 

Matt 13: 1-9      
18-23 

23 November 
All Age Eucharist/TC 
 
Evensong 

 
Jer 12: 1-6 

 
1 Sam 8: 4-20 

  
46 
  

72: 1-7 

  
Col : 11-20 

  
 
 

  
Luke 20: 27-40 

  
John 18: 33-37  

30 November 
Eucharist/TC 

  
Isa 2: 1-5 

  
122  

 
Rom 13: 11-end 

  
Matt 24: 36-44 

READINGS FOR NOVEMBER  
The reference underlined are the readings for St Anne’s and Benefice Telephone 
Church  

MACMILLAN COFFEE COFFEE MORNING 
 
A very big thank you to everyone who supported this coffee morning.  We raised 
£210 . 
Thank you for your support and generosity. 
 
Thanks. 
Ann 



MEDITATIONS FOR NOVEMBER 





 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

3 pm Sunday 30TH NOVEMBER 
COME AND JOIN US!  

REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW! 

  

ST PAUL’S & ST AUGUSTINE’S  

COMMUNITY  
CHRISTINGLE 



 

2025 MESSY CHURCH 

DATES 

 

15th NOVEMBER 

20th DECEMBER 



HOLY DAYS FOR NOVEMBER 

16th November - St Margaret of Scotland 
 
Some women have power, and some women are good. When a woman with power is also 
good, she can achieve an astonishing amount. 
 
Margaret of Scotland has been called ‘The Pearl of Scotland’, but she began life in Hungary 
about 1045. She was born to the expatriate English prince Edward the Exile, and so was an 
English princess. The family returned to Wessex in 1057, when she was 13, and following the 
death of King Harold II at the Battle of Hastings in 1066, her brother Edgar Aetheling should 
have been King of England, but he was never crowned.  Instead, the family fled north, to     
Scotland, where she was married to Malcolm III of Scotland by 1070. As a Scottish queen she 
went on to become mother of three kings of Scotland, and of a queen consort of England.   
 
Margaret was a Christian, and became a good friend of Lanfranc, a future archbishop of      
Canterbury. Her biographer tells of how she read narratives from the Bible to her husband, thus 
helping to ‘civilise’ him. He was illiterate, but so admired her reading, that he had her books 
decorated with gold and silver. She was also credited with helping her youngest son, the future 
King David I of Scotland, towards becoming a just and holy ruler. 
 
Margaret introduced the worship and practise of the Church of Rome into Scotland. She also 
wanted to help the many pilgrims travelling in Scotland, and so she established a ferry across 
the Firth of Forth, which is where the towns South Queensferry and North Queensferry got their 
names. 
 
Margaret performed many charitable works for the poor, and she interceded for the release of 
English exiles who had been forced into serfdom following the Norman conquest.  She also 
began the restoration of Iona Abbey.   
 
In private life, Margaret spent much of her time in prayer, using a cave on the banks of the   
Tower Burn in Dunfermline as a place of devotion and prayers. St Margaret’s Cave is still there 
today, covered beneath a municipal car park.   
 
Margaret died in 1093, and in 1250 Pope Innocent IV canonised her. Her relics were dispersed 
after the Scottish Reformation, but at one time Mary, Queen of Scots, owned her head. 

1  All Saints’ Day  
2 All Souls’ Day 
3 Hubert   
7 Willibrord of York – apostle of Frisia (658 - 739) 
8 Four Crowned Martyrs 
9 Remembrance Sunday 
10 Leo the Great 
10 Justus – leading the Church in troubling times 
11 Martin of Tours 
16 Margaret of Scotland 
18  Elizabeth of Hungary 
19 Hilda - Abbess of Whitby 
22 Cecelia - patron saint of musicians 
23 The excitement of the Sunday of Christ the King  
30       St Andrew  



WHAT’S THE BIG IDEA?  

 

An Introduction to the Books of the New Testament: Ephesians 
 

Paul wrote the letter of Ephesians around AD 60, while in prison at Rome. It was probably a 

circular letter to be read in the house churches of Ephesus and the local area. Paul founded 

the church over a period of three years (Acts 19:1-20:1) between 52-55 AD. Ephesus was 

the leading city and commercial centre in the region, famous for its temple to the goddess 

Artemis (Diana).  

 

Paul’s aim in writing his letter was to help his readers understand the dimensions of God’s 

purpose and grace for them and His eternal plan for the church. The believers needed to 

understand their status ‘in Christ’ and the call to live a life worthy of Christ. Ephesians is 

divided into two halves: chapters 1-3 concern theological issues, while chapters 4-6 deal 

with the practical outworking of faith.  

 

Having shown God’s purpose for the church, Paul shows how God has reconciled           

individuals to Himself by grace (2:1–10). He has reconciled people to each other by     

breaking down the barriers through Christ’s death (2:11–22). This is the ‘mystery’ revealed 

by Paul (3:1–13) and he shows how Christ’s gifts promote unity and maturity (4:1–16). The 

believer’s new life stands in contrast to the old way of life without Christ (4:17—6:20).  

 

The great overarching theme of the letter is that we are rescued by God not just for our   

personal benefit, but to bring praise and glory to Him in our lives: ‘He made known to us the 

mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put 

into effect when the times reach their fulfilment – to bring unity to all things in heaven and 

on earth under Christ.’ (1:9,10). 

 



ST JAMES THE LEAST OF ALL 

  

On what it takes to be an ordinand 

The Rectory 

St James the Least 

My dear Nephew Darren                

I was intrigued that you have been nurturing someone called Dave who is considering 
ordination. Since Dave had never travelled outside the city, your decision to send him 
to me was understandable. Sadly, I don’t think he is cut out for the ministry. 

We did our best. In a fit of hospitality, the Colonel invited this Dave to stay at the 
Lodge, and to join his Saturday pheasant shoot as a beater. But Dave said firmly that 
he was against beating any kind of bird and abhors all kinds of murder. It seems 
young Dave is a vegetarian!  You might have warned us. The Colonel is now          
concerned that Dave is connected in some way with the Green Party. You cannot be 
too careful these days. 

Then Miss Saxby and Miss Tarby stepped in. They enjoy mushrooming, and kindly 
took young Dave off to the woods. It is not their fault that they are a bit deaf and so did 
not hear his cries of distress when he lost them among all the trees. They just          
assumed he had gone back to the Colonel’s, and so of course they did not organise a 
search party until much later. Fortunately, the church warden’s spaniel has a keen 
nose and found Dave before midnight.  During all that time, Dave seemed to have had 
nothing better to do than slide about on fallen leaves and trip over hidden logs in the 
dark. He was even babbling about having heard a crying ghost. We feared he might 
be delirious but then realised he meant the local owl.  He also seemed surprised by 
the darkness and asked how we manage without any streetlights at all in the parish. 
We explained the obvious - we simply follow the example of the well-refreshed when 
leaving the pub, and feel our way along the walls. 

On Sunday morning Dave rushed into the church to warn me that there were several 
loose sheep in the churchyard. I decided then that he should return to the safety of the 
city.  There was no point in letting him near most of our church ladies, who would have 
savaged him on sight.   

The visit only proves the obvious: potential ordinands should be carnivorous,         
cricketing fly-fishers, most at home in well-worn tweeds and preferably accompanied 
by a muddy dog.  How else will they get along with normal folk? 

Your loving uncle, 

Eustace 



Across 

 

1  The sixth disciple (Matthew 10:3) (11)  
9  ‘And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the — — ’ (Matthew 6:13) (4,3)  
10 Love intensely (Song of Songs 1:4) (5)  
11 From Mt Carmel to Jezreel, Elijah — all the way (1 Kings 18:46) (3)  
13 One of the Midianite leaders who was captured and killed after Gideon’s victory in the  
     valley near Moreh (Judges 7:25) (4)  
16 Metallic element (4)  
17 At line (anag.) (6)  
18 ‘Cursed is everyone who is — on a tree’ (Galatians 3:13) (4)  
20 Where Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkey’s jawbone (Judges 15:14) (4) 
21 He succeeded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)  
22 ‘When he saw him, he took — on him’ (Luke 10:33) (4)  
23 ‘For — is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction’ (Matthew 7:13) (4)  
25 ‘The god of this — has blinded the minds of unbelievers’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (3)  
28 Fear or terror (Psalm 31:22) (5)  
29 ‘We, who are many, are one body, for we all — of the one loaf’ (1 Corinthians 10:17) (7)  
30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while worshipping his god Nisroch (2 Kings 19:37) (11) 
 

Down 
 

2  ‘For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made — ’ (1 Corinthians 15:22) (5) 
3  ‘After supper he — the cup’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (4)  
4  The request of a man of Macedonia in Paul’s vision: ‘Come — to Macedonia and help us’  
    (Acts 16:9) (4)  
5  He disobeyed his father Judah by refusing to impregnate his dead brother’s wife  
    (Genesis 38:9) (4)  
6  I veto me (anag.) (7)  
7  Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24) (11)  
8  Priest of God Most High, who blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18) (11)  
12 ‘I have made you — — for the Gentiles’ (Acts 13:47) (1,5)  
14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25) (3)  
15 ‘Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the — , something sweet’ (Judges 14:14) (6)  
19 ‘I am the most ignorant of men; I do — — a man’s understanding’ (Proverbs 30:2) (3,4)  
20 ‘Sin shall not be your master, because you are not under — , but under grace’  
    (Romans 6:14) (3)  
24 Native of, say, Baghdad (5)  
25 The last word in the Bible (Revelation 22:21) (4)  
26 Heroic tale (4)  
27 ‘Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you — ’ (John 8:32) (4) 



STAR THEMED 

CHRISTMAS  

TREE  

FESTIVAL 
FROM 

SATURDAY 

29TH NOVEMBER 

10AM—12PM 

St. Andrew's  

Methodist Church 

Glenfield Road East  

Leicester LE3 SQW 



   Creation Matters    
November:  

November is seen as the beginning of winter. With the clocks gone back, the darkness falls     
noticeably earlier and begins to encroach into the middle of the afternoon as the month wears on. 
For many this lowers spirits, but for others November is the best winter month. The darkness is 

still novel and November does not carry the stress of Christmas or the feeling of on-going gloom 
that can hover over January and February. AS global warming increases, November will be less 
crisp and wintery than in our memories. With the first frosts though, the animals that hibernate 
will begin their deep sleep and plants that will not survive are taken in. It is a quieter time for   

wildlife but a lovely sight in November is the skeins of geese or the wild geese in their traditional 
‘v’ shape flying overhead.  

November is a month packed with festivals and rituals: Samhain/Hallowe’en, All Saints/All       
Hallows, All Souls, Bonfire night and Remembrance Day, make it the month for remembering.  

November’s full moon will coincide with Bonfire Night on 5th of the month, and it will be the 2nd 
of 3 consecutive supermoons, which began in October. It is known as the Beaver Moon. There is 
disagreement over the origin of November's beaver moon name. Some say it comes from Native 
Americans setting beaver traps during this month, while others say the name comes from the 
heavy activity of beavers building their winter dams. Another name is the frost moon. 

Finally, at the end of this month, the Christian calendar officially begins again with the first      
Sunday of Advent. 

The Community Allotment:  

Thank you to all who donated items for our stall at St. Anne’s Autumn Fair, we raised over £30.  

We are continuing to meet at the allotment twice weekly, (Thursday 1-3pm and Sunday 2-4pm), 
unless the weather is very wet or cold. If it’s not possible to meet outside, we will meet inside, 

either in the upper hall or at Rev. Sharon Plant’s home. If you would like to be kept up to date 
with where we are, you are welcome to join our WhatsApp group (or receive a text message), 
just let me know. 

At the end of September, I attended the ‘Landscapes’ outdoor conference, held at the beautiful 

Ashburnham Place in Sussex. It was 3 days of engaging with topics such as seed saving & 
swapping (if you want to know how this is a form of rebellion, please ask me!), climate change 
and church communities, fire-pits, kitchen gardens, food forests and thanksgiving for the harvest. 
I came back with lots of ideas and inspiration for both the allotment and the Wonderful Walks.  

WANTED- We are desperately looking for a shed! Preferably 5 x 7ft (4x 6 would suffice). If you 
hear of anyone that is getting rid of one, we would be most grateful if you would point them in our 
direction. Thank you in advance. 



WANTED- We are desperately looking for a shed! Preferably 5 x 7ft (4x 6 

would suffice). If you hear of anyone that is getting rid of one, we would be 
most grateful if you would point them in our direction. Thank you in ad-
vance. 

Wonderful Walks:  

In September, we were treated to a ‘foraging walk’ led by Matt Long, who 
many of you will know as the diocesan Youth Engagement Officer. He took 

us around the park identifying all kinds of edible goodies that we were    
unaware of. Most, like rosehips needed processing into a syrup which 
would boost our vitamin intake, others like sloes were good as flavourings 
for gin! We were most surprised by the amount of ‘leaves’ that are edible in 

salads or are good for making teas.  

On the evening of October 6, we were hosted by our lovely group member 
Lily Chung and her family, in their garden. This date is celebrated as the 
Moon Festival or mid-autumn festival in China. The evening began with 
explanations from Lily and Patricia about the history and origins of the    

festival, including the modern tradition of families being re-united on this 
evening, under the fullness of the whole moon. I spoke about the UK      
tradition of the Harvest Moon and the way that celestial bodies can help us 
to appreciate God’s handiwork, which leads us into praise, finishing with a 

segment of St. Francis’ Canticle of the Creatures.  Together as the night 
grew dark we enjoyed the food we had brought to share, including Moon 
Cakes made by Lily, Patricia and Mary; we listened to beautiful live music, 
there was dancing to Persian songs, courtesy of Khashy & Ghazal; we 

marvelled at the handmade candles that Lily had created, and we gazed at 
the beauty of the moon. We were 5 different nationalities coming together, 
united under God’s moon, and feeling a deep sense of gratitude for our 
lives, our world and each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s walk will take place on Sunday 16, followed by coffee and 
cake in St. Anne’s Hall afterwards.  

St. Paul’s Litter-pickers:  

Our Tuesday gatherings are planned for 4th and 18th. Don’t let the cold put 
you off from joining us -we soon warm up as we get moving!! We meet at 
St. Paul and St. Augustine’s Worship Centre at 11am, all equipment is   

supplied, followed by refreshments at 12noon. 



SMILE LINES 

 

Careful! 

 

There was a very gracious lady who was      
mailing the old family Bible to her brother in   
another part of the country. "Is there anything 
breakable in here?" asked the postal clerk. 
 

The lady thought for a moment. "Only the 
Ten Commandments."  

 

Hear, hear 

 

A very deaf elderly man was finally fitted out with a hearing 
aid that really worked. A month later his doctor called him in 
for a check-up. “Your family must be really pleased that you 
can hear again.” 

  

The gentleman replied, “Oh, I haven't told my family yet. I 
just sit around and listen to the conversations. I've changed 
my will three times!” 

 

 

Bible knowledge 

 

A minister was approached by his small son who told 
him proudly, "I finally figured out what the Bible means!” 
The minister thought of his extensive theological library 
and smiled indulgently. He asked his young son what 
he thought the Bible meant. 

 

"It’s easy, Daddy," the boy replied. “It means: 'Basic 
Information Before Leaving Earth.'” 
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PUZZLE ANSWERS 

COMMUNITY LITTER PICKING TEAM  

FREE REFRESHMENTS 

MEET:  11.00 AM TUESDAY 4TH & 18TH NOVEMBER 

ST PAUL’S & ST AUGUSTINE’S WORSHIP CENTRE             

2 KIRBY ROAD LE3 6BA 



At the Hall at St Anne’s 
 

Every Friday coffee from 10am 
to 12noon. 

 
All welcome for friendly get together of coffee and chat. 

Catch up with friends. 



 

ST. ANNE’S MOTHERS’ UNION 

 
 

DIARY NOTES FOR OCTOBER 

 

 

What a wonderful talk we had yesterday, from Reader, Denis Walsh, as he continued 
with our theme of talks from the Clergy Team, “My Path to the Ministry”. I think that 
Denis’s “path” turned out to be the most dramatic so far, starting out as a                    
3rd generation Irish Catholic child on a dairy farm some 150 miles west of Brisbane (in 
Australia), to being a Reader within the Church of England, here at St. Anne’s. All this, 
by way of Catholic boarding school, (after a shaky start, he became School Captain in 
Yr. 12), but after 3years at a Seminary training to be a priest, he realised that this was 
not for him, and applied for a 3yr Nursing Course in England, later followed by            
Midwifery Training, all here in Leicester, which has been his home ever since. Along the 
way, seeking the means to express his faith, he spent time worshiping at Holy Cross 
(he and his wife were actually married there), and then Holy Trinity, but he eventually 
became a Lay Reader at Holy Apostles and hence here to St. Anne’s. Thank you,    
Denis , for sharing all that with us, and we are already looking forward to your talk on 
becoming a nurse and midwife as a part of next year’s programme! 

Now, for our November Meeting, we are to be entertained (in Church) by the Amazing 
Grace Gospel Choir, and we are expecting visitors who will be sharing the experience 
with us. Everybody is welcome. Tea and cake in the Church Hall afterwards. 

Looking ahead to our Christmas Meeting, Revd. Liz will be retelling the Christmas     
Story, as she will have been doing for our various local Schools, and before that, there 
will be some entertainment from the Committee! Can everyone bring a wrapped gift to 
the value of £5, which will form the basis of a Secret Santa. 

Sheila informed us that next year’s subs will be £32. The Members’ Forum at              
St. Botolph’s in Shepshed, to which all members are welcome, will be on                     
8th November, and an opportunity to take knitted items and all those items that we 
have been collecting for recycling. And one more important reminder, we need a new 
Committee member for the AGM in January - so, please, do think about it! And finally, 
we were really spoilt at this Meeting - tea and biscuits turned out to be a selection of tea 
and home made cakes! Thank you, Lois! 

 

Wednesday, 5th November at 9-30.   Corporate Communion 

Tuesday, 11th November at 2-30.      Amazing Grace Gospel Choir   (In Church) 

 

Mavis Walker 

mavis55walker@gmail.com 

 

 



WEDNESDAY CLUB PROGRAMME 2025 

1ST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH 

ST. ANNE’S HALL, LETCHWORTH ROAD 

AT 2.30pm 

 

 

November 5th Bring and Buy 

December 3rd 12-15 for 12.30pm  

Christmas Celebration 

KNIT AND NATTER 

 
The knit and natter meetings is on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 1.30pm.  
 
If you know of anyone who you think would enjoy an  
afternoon of friendship, and to just come along for a chat,  
please do invite them along.  
 
They will be made very welcome. 
 
 
Ann 2858581 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

 
I would like to thank everyone who helped with 
the flowers for the harvest festival, and made the 
church look beautiful. 
 
Without all the help and support it would not have 
happened 
 
 
Thank you 
 
Ann 2858581 



DEADLINES 

The deadlines for the next three issues are: 
 

December Issue  Wednesday  12th November 2025 

January & February Issue  Wednesday 10th December 2025 

March Issue Wednesday 12th February 2026 
 

Contributions accepted in person, by post or by email.  
 

Contact details Paul Henry 

Address  24 Clarefield Road 

E-mail pen2link@btinternet.com 
 

All contributions are welcome. Contributions can be submitted at ANY time before 

the deadline, November Issue Wednesday 15th October 2025 

so please do not feel you have to wait until then if you have something to contrib-

ute. 
 

 If you have something that is for a particular issue and the previous deadline(s) 

have not passed please make sure you mark it with the issue in which you would 

like it to appear.  If you would like something to be in several issues please also 

mark it accordingly. 

For items sent by email please try to use the following: 
 

Send all items regardless of size, as an attachment, not in the body of the email.  

(This saves a lot of time!!!!) 

Set the page to A4 with margins of 2cm all round. 

Set the font to 12pt and Arial. 

Where possible send files in the word format .doc (open office can save to this   

format just as Word can) 
 

FINDING THE MAGAZINE ON THE WEBSITE: 

 
In your browser go to https://www.stpaulscommunity.co.uk    
Click on Publications and down load the magazine 
 

In your browser go to www.st-annes-church.co.uk 

 
 
Click on Resources and Items of Interest 
 
Go down and Click on the Link 
 
Scroll down until you get to: Please click on the link below to see a pdf 
of copies of The LINK magazine. 

mailto:carolannlacey@gmail.comm
https://stanneschurchleicester.wordpress.com/
https://stanneschurchleicester.wordpress.com/
http://stanneschurchleicester.wordpress.com


SIDESPERSON’S ROTA 

 Date Name Name 
November 2nd Ann Bing Sheila Skertchley 
November 9th  Judith Knox  

November  16th Winifred Gibson Rosamund Knighton 

November 23rd Jean Dean  

November 30th Paul Ward Sally Morris 

December 7th Gail Inskip Ellen Bateman 

December 14th Jan Gough Richard Davey 

December 21st Ann Bing Sheila Skertchley 

December 28th Judith Knox  

Any problems, please contact 

Eunice  Lowe  Tel: 0116 2852317  or  eunicelowe@icloud.com  

      8   

    9 3    

4  7 8 2   9  

2  8   1  3  

3       7  

7  9   8  6  

9  1 3 8   4  
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ST PAUL’S WITH ST AUGUSTINE’S FUNDRAISING PAGE 

 

The Table Top Sale held on OCTOBRT 11TH raised £1016

(including pre-sales of homemade and sales from the    

Community Hub) for Church funds with £110 being sent in 

support of the work of  

COMMUNITY OF THE RESURRECTION MIRFIELD (see 

COMMUNITY OF THE RESURRECTION MIRFIELD page on 

Website) and £110 in Contribution to Leicester Diocese. 

 

The next Table Top Sale to be held on  

Saturday 8th NOVEMBER 

 

Any donations for the forthcoming Table Top Sale will be 

gratefully received – contact Dave 07800746121 

The SEPTEMBER 100 Fund draw took place after the      

service on  28TH SEPTEMBER. 

 

Winning Numbers 

£50  28 

 

Congratulations to the winner 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN ? 

The following numbers are available:-  

12, 13, 18, 23, 27, 34, 38, 41, 48, 49, 51, 52, 73, 76, 79, 84, 85, 

89, 91, 96, 97 and 98. 

*If you are interested in joining the 100 Fund then please 

contact Dave on 07800746121 or email 

dave1960king@hotmail.com 

mailto:dave1960king@hotmail.com


THE NICENE CREED: THE CHURCH AND THE FUTURE 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the      
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

‘We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church’: The Creed affirms the four marks of the 
church, defining a truly orthodox Christian           
community:                                                                                                                                                 

 

one: despite the many different churches and       
traditions, there is only one Church to which we all 
belong. ‘There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 
slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus.’ (Galatians 3:28).                                                                                                      

 

holy: the church is a holy community set apart for God (ekklesia, lit ‘called out’), whose  
mission is to reflect God’s holiness in worship and live out His love in the world.                                                                    

 

catholic: this doesn’t refer to the Roman Catholic church, as the word means ‘universal’, 
reminding us of the unity of the church across the whole world and all denominations.  

 

The church aims to apply the same gospel in whatever situation, context or culture it finds 
itself.                                                                                                        

 

Apostolic: The apostolic ministry of the church (‘apostolos’) is one of being sent to       
communicate the good news of the gospel: ‘Therefore go and make disciples of all          
nations.’ (Matt 28.19). 

 

‘We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins’: As baptism is as sign of 
belonging to the church, it can only happen once. The issue addressed in the Creed is that 
of Christians who left during persecution, but wanted to be accepted back by rebaptism. It 
affirms the principle ‘one Lord, one faith, one baptism’ (Ephesians 4:5). Today, those      
baptised as children, theologically can’t be re-baptised to demonstrate an adult               
commitment. However, they can be confirmed or reaffirm their baptism vows.  

 

‘We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come’: The Creed 
ends with a statement of hope, that we will share in Jesus’ resurrection life after death.  



 

TABLE TOP SALE 

  

10 AM - 1 PM  

December & January Issue  

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE! 

 

SATURDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 

Sound Cafe 

 ST PAUL’S & ST AUGUSTINE’S WORSHIP CENTRE 

2 KIRBY ROAD, 

OFF FOSSE ROAD CENTRAL/GLENFIELD ROAD 

LEICESTER LE3 6BA 

 

Find us on www.facebook.com/ St Paul’s and St Augustine’s Worship Centre                   

Follow us on https://twitter.com/ @StPaulsandStAug 

www.stpaulscommunity.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/
https://twitter.com/


GOD IN THE ARTS 

 

‘He gave us eyes to see them’: Zubaran’s ‘Jacob and his twelve sons’ 

 

In the Old Testament the story of Jacob is a vivid saga of     
struggle and conflict: Jacob vies with his brother Esau, he has a 
difficult time with Laban, there are tensions in his family, and 
finally he wrestles with a divine stranger. And yet in the book of 
Genesis his days end with promises from God: he will be 
blessed with descendants, a land, fruitfulness and the            
assurance of God’s presence with him. He is given a new name 
and a new destiny as ‘Israel.’ We sense all this struggle and 
blessing in a remarkable series of thirteen paintings, ‘Jacob and 
his twelve sons’ by the Spanish artist, Francisco Zubarán. 

 

They hang in the dining room of Auckland Castle at Bishop 
Auckland. Bishop Auckland grew as a thriving market town and 
then in the industrial age became the centre of the Durham coal 
industry. It was also the site for the prince bishop of Durham’s 
palace. In the medieval period the bishop was as powerful as 
the monarch of the land, with an army that rivalled the king’s 
own forces. Auckland Castle became the country seat for the 
prince bishops, and in the 18th century Bishop Richard Trevor 
made the palace more Gothic and imposing than ever before. 
To mark the 1753 Act that allowed Jews to be naturalised in England, he purchased the 
portraits of Jacob and his sons by Zubarán for £124.  

 

Zubarán normally painted monks and saints, and this particular series was meant for the 
colonies. But they were seized by pirates and then sold to a London merchant. The one 
depicting Benjamin was bought by Lord Ancaster, and so Bishop Trevor was only able to 
buy twelve. He commissioned Arthur Pond, a jobbing painter, to make an exact copy of 
Benjamin to complete his set. The series of canvases, each eight feet tall, was in the 
news recently when there was a possibility they might be sold. They were saved by a 
Trust, now dedicated to developing the site of the Castle, which includes not just the     
dining room, where the paintings hang, but a very fine chapel of St Peter, a throne room, 
and beautiful gardens. 

 

Jacob and his sons are each painted against the daylight sky, and each has its individual 
characteristics. Judah for instance is clad in a brown and gold garment with a gold circlet 
crowning his head as the ancestor of King David and Joseph, the husband of Mary. Gad 
is a strong soldier. Jacob, the father of these twelve sons, is a bearded old man, bowed 
down with the weight, not just of his years of struggle, but perhaps also the burden of   
destiny laid on his shoulders as both a blessing and a responsibility. For in the Old       
Testament, we learn that God often chooses the ones overlooked by the world: the young 
boy David above his more likely brothers, Isaac above Ishmael, and in the saga behind 
these impressive paintings of Zubarán, Jacob, the second born son, but here blessed as 
the father of God’s people. 



GOD IN THE SCIENCES 

 

Wonder and Worship 

 

“I was travelling, and out early in the morning: at first there 
was a vast fog; but, by the time that I was seven or eight 
miles from home towards the coast, the sun broke out into a 
delicate warm day. We were then on a large heath or     
common, and I could discern, as the mist began to break 
away, great numbers of swallows (hirundines rusticae)   
clustering on the stinted shrubs and bushes, as if they had 
roosted there all night. As soon as the air became clear and 
pleasant they all were on the wing at once; and, by a placid 
and easy flight, proceeded on southward towards the sea”. 

 

How many church leaders today have time to enjoy their surroundings? Gilbert White was a 
vicar who became famous for his observations about the flora and fauna of his parish. His 
letters about the local wildlife through the seasons were so beautifully written that they are 
still in print today, more than 200 years after they were first published as The Natural      
History and Antiquities of Selbourne. 

 

White is a great example of someone who saw science and faith in harmony. He writes that 
he hopes his readers will be inspired to “pay a more ready attention to the wonders of the 
Creation”. His stories are often so vivid that he gets away with packing in quite a bit of     
scientific detail, painting a more accurate picture of the wonderful events he observed as he 
travelled around the countryside. White’s book is one of the classics of nature writing, and 
there’s even an apocryphal story online that this is one of the most printed books in the 
country, after the Bible and Shakespeare.  

 

White may have been one of those people with a capacity for endless activity, or perhaps 
he took rather more care over natural history than his vocation. Either way, I do think that 
anyone - from the parish priest to the youngest member of the congregation - could learn 
from his appreciation of creation. It is well worth spending ten minutes every now and again 
staring into a bush, pond or tree - especially in winter when it’s easy to hurry indoors and 
put the kettle on. Experiencing wildlife first-hand is wonderful fuel for our worship of God 
and care for His creation. As Psalm 111 says, “Great are the works of the Lord; they are 
pondered by all who delight in them” (NIV).  

 

*(White’s book can be downloaded for free at http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1408) 

 

 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1408


St. Margaret's Church 
 

Coffee Morning 10am-12noon 
Every First Saturday of the Month 

Come for a cuppa, a chat and a few stalls to 
see 
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